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History of Denbury Camp 

 

Thanks to the Exeter City Museum for the following 
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DENBURY’S MODEL MILITA CAMP 
 

 
 

E & E  14 - VIII - 39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 3 of 20 28-Jan-24 
 

Thanks to the Newton Abbot Town and GWR Museum for the following two images 
 

 
 

Start of construction May 1939 
 

 
 

Brand new August 1939 
 

Thanks to David Henle for the following image 
 

 
 

The workers on the final day of construction Denbury Boy Dave Henle wife’s father and grandfather are in the image 
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Extract from the Junior Mercury – Oct 59 
 

DENBURY – TWENTY YEARS YOUNG! 
 

"MEN, remember there is no retreat from here.  You must die where you stand!"  With these immortal words of Sir 
Colin Campbell the epic of THE THIN RED LINE was born.  A moment in history which led To such feats of 
LEADERSHIP and COURAGE, and constantly reminds us of the importance of CLEAR ORDERS, GOOD 
COMMUNICATIONS AND MORALE.  So proper then the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders should have been the 
first to occupy Denbury. 
 

Denbury. Have you heard the name? It’s the home of the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals, located in 
picturesque South Devon whose tradition is as old as its heritage is rich with glories of yesterday and ten thousand 
yesterdays, bridging the memory with the epic of the Roman occupation. 
 

The advent of the 20th century brought man’s conquest of the heavens, and the fifty acres of lovely grassland, soft 
and flat, that is now Denbury Camp, was used as a springboard for the pioneering aviators of the twenties and 
thirties. 
 

In May 1939, 1,900 workmen – who were receiving a total weekly wage of £1,200 – started erecting Denbury Camp. 
Three months later, and dressed in 25 miles of copper cable, 20 tons of sheet lead, and over 1,000 radiators, one of 
the most modern camps emerged. The date was the 15th August 1939. The cookhouse was the best equipped of its 
kind, and each soldier was to have a personal metal locker. 
 

Members of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders moved into the camp, which had been christened RAWLINSON 
BARRACKS and 19 days later, on a warm, peaceful September Sunday, war came to England and Denbury. 
 

On the continent, the British Expeditionary Force was forced to withdraw from the might of Hitler's armies.  At 
Dunkirk only a miracle saved 10,000 soldiers, many of whom came to Denbury. 
 

Sometime in 1942, the first of the 35,000 American troops found a home here. Denbury was placed at their disposal. 
On nearby Dartmoor, the Allied Forces prepared themselves for D-Day. Three weeks before the momentous 6th of 
June 1944, several important people came to inspect the troops gathering at Denbury. They included Sir Winston 
Churchill, General Eisenhower and Field Marshal Montgomery. 
 
With tremendous force the King's men hurled themselves against the Normandy beaches.  Casualties were high, 
although the tide of war was turning in favour of the Allied Armies. Denbury became a hospital and rest centre for 
the injured. 
 
1945 brought victory. The hospital wards changed to classrooms for 650 WRAC being trained to work with Royal 
Signals, but they stayed for only a short period. They were followed by a contingent of Polish soldiers part of the 
famous "WARSAW GUARDS UNIT" who decided not to return lo Poland now under Soviet occupation. They earned 
a high reputation locally and made a significant contribution to the community by clearing Dartmoor of live 
ammunition before they departed. 
 

Complete demobilization took effect, and the War Office considered the removal of the Camp.  But in 1947 Denbury 
still lived.  The long rows of huts rotted in the wind and rain. Long grass grew over the once neat pathways. 
 

Suddenly it was discovered that the RASC required a site, and Denbury was allocated. Five years elapsed, then the 
RASC rolled out, quickly followed by the Depot Regiment of the Royal Signals. It became a vast transit camp of wild 
men, who will long be remembered by the populace of the neighbouring towns. 
 

With the arrival of the Boy Soldiers from Beverly came a new spirit, and a new lease of life for Denbury Camp. And 
this is how we find it today 20 years young – and with a whole lifetime ahead. 
 

It's a gateway to the moors, a runway to the future, and a signpost to LEADERSHIP.  Not for its staff or its 171 
young men the cold, impersonal blue letters on top of the official notepaper, which spell out "Rawlinson Barracks."  
Wedded for now and all time, we hope, to the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals 
 

It's DENBURY! There's warmth in the name, and pride in belonging to its family. Pride in becoming part of its history; 
its sunshine and shadow; its triumphs and tragedies. Pride in being part of its glowing hope in the future, and the 
contribution it can make to the cause of peace. 
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Thanks to the Herald Express for this article – August 2006 
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Thanks to the Newton Abbot Town and GWR Museum for the following image taken early 1960s 
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South Gate late 50s – QM ‘s compound on right 
 

 
 

2 Sqn - L + M (later Jerboa + Kohima) Troop – Church and NAAFI on right 
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L (later Jerboa) Troop - NAAFI on right 
 

  
 

 Looking towards the main gate NAAFI 
 

 
 

R Troop – this side was later Jerboa Troop with Iron Troop on the other side 
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South Gate 1965 
 

 
 

Number 2 Drill Shed was converted by 1965 
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1946 

 
 

1966 – thanks to Ben Gunn 
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Early 1970s when taken over for conversion to Channing’s Wood Prison – thanks to Pete Penfold 
 

 
 

1 = Guard Room aka Yates’s Palace    52 = 1/Alexander/A Sqn Offices 
5 = MT Offices       53 = 1/Alexander Sqn/all Drill Shed 
6 = Officers Mess Garages     79 + 80 + 81 = Education Centre 
7 = Officers Mess 
8 + 9 = Officers Mess Accommodation 
13 = No 1 Gymnasium 
21 = Medical Centre 
26 = Cookhouse 
27 = NAFFI complex including Canteen, Shop and HQ Sqn Junior Ranks Mess 
28 = Church 
34 = Families Club 
35 + 70 = QMs Department 
36 = No 2 Gymnasium 
39 = Armory 
G = Church Army 
41 = Magazine 
43 + 44 = WOs & Sgts Mess Accommodation 
45 = WOs & Sgts Mess 
46 = HQ Sqn Offices + PRI 
47 + 48 = RHQ  
or 47 = Montgomery Sqn 
50 = 2/Slim Sqn Drill Shed converted to swimming pool 
51 = 2/Slim/B Sqn Offices 
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1955 to 1959 

Spider 61 = Senior Wing/HQ Sqn – Spider 54 = R Troop/Junior Wing 
rest not 100% sure can anybody confirm? – please send a message the link is in “Latest News” 
 
1959 to March 1962 
Spider 61 = Senior Wing/HQ Sqn – Spider 54 = Junior Wing 
Spider 60 = White Spear + Francisca – Spider 55 = Classrooms 
Spider 59 = White Swan + Iron – Spider 56 = Kukri + Anzio/Javelin 
Spider 58 = Jerboa + Kohima – Spider 57 Quadrant + Bruno/Romulus 
 
March 1962 to April 1963 
Spider 61 = White Spear + Francisca – Spider 54 = Junior Wing 
BLANK SPACE = due to fire 10 Mar 62 – Spider 55 = Classrooms 
Spider 59 = White Swan + Iron – Spider 56 = Kukri + Javelin 
Spider 58 = Jerboa + Kohima – Spider 57 = Quadrant + Romulus 
 
April 1963 to September 1965 
Spider 61 = Javelin + Francisca – Spider 54 = Jerboa + Iron 
BLANK SPACE = due to fire 10 Mar 62 – Spider 55 = Junior Squadron 
Spider 59 = White Swan + Lion – Spider 56 = Kukri + Beaufighter 
Spider 58 = White Spear + Kohima – Spider 57 = Quadrant + Romulus 
 
September 1965 to May 1966 
Spider 61 = Javelin + empty – Spider 54 = Jerboa + Iron 
BLANK SPACE = due to fire 10 Mar 62 – Spider 55 = Junior Squadron 
Spider 59 = White Swan + Lion – Spider 56 = Kukri + Beaufighter 
Spider 58 = White Spear + empty – Spider 57 = Quadrant + empty 
 
May 1966 to December 1966 
Spider 61 = empty + empty – Spider 54 = empty + empty 
BLANK SPACE = due to fire 10 Mar 62 – Spider 55 = Junior Squadron 
Spider 59 = White Swan + Lion – Spider 56 = Kukri + Beaufighter 
Spider 58 = Javelin + White Spear – Spider 57 = Quadrant + Iron 
 
January 1967 to August 1967 
Spider 61 = empty + empty – Spider 54 = 4 Troop 
BLANK SPACE = due to fire 10 Mar 62 – Spider 55 = 2 Troop + 1 Troop 
Spider 59 = empty + empty – Spider 56 = 6 Troop + 3 Troop 
Spider 58 = 7 Troop to Apr 67 then empty – Spider 57 = 5 Troop 
 

 
 

Medical Centre Staff outside the Medical Centre circa 1966 
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Disbandment Parade Day 10th August 1967 – is this the last camp image taken? 
 

Can you help with more photos? 


