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Junior Squadron – Winter Term – 15th September to 15th December 1964 

 

Thanks to all from the intake and staff who have contributed photos and documents 
 

Extract from the Wire – Dec 64 
 

The start of the Christmas term was noted by the arrival of the largest intake ever to this Unit.  One hundred and twenty-seven 

recruits arrived at Denbury on 15th September 1964, and what was more remarkable every single one joined on the right 

day, which was another record.  Boys came from all over Great Britain and as usual it was raining on intake day.  After some 

initial homesickness in a number of cases, the intake has settled extremely well and up to press not one boy has purchased 

his discharge.  The merry team of Drill Sergeants Dobson, Loveday, Evans, Mathieson, Kelly and Batten, under the eagle eye 

of WOII Stuckey, have quickly put the boys through their paces and all promises well for a high standard at the end of their 

first term. 
 

An enjoyable weekend camp was spent at Churston Cove near Brixham within two weeks of the start of term.  Here the boys 

have their first taste of living under canvas, an event which is eagerly awaited.  This intake promises a good all round standard 

of sport and all are now heavily engaged competing for the Squadron sports trophy. 
 

 
 

"The Merry Team of Drill Sergeants"  

From Left to right – Sergeant Loveday, Sergeant Evans, Sergeant Dobson, Sergeant Mathieson, 

Sergeant Batten, S.S.M. Stuckey, Sergeant Kelly 

 
 Officer Commanding Capt CS Ward, Royal Signals 
 2IC & Education Officer Capt DH Hodson, RAEC 
 Civilian Lecturers Mr MA Grant & Mr DJ Mann 

 

 Junior Squadron Sergeant Major JSSM Dave Naden 
 Junior Sergeant JSgt John Spencer 
 A Troop – Sgt J Kelly JCpl Mick Glennon 
 B Troop – Sgt John Loveday JCpl Mick Henry 
 C Troop – Sgt Charlie Batten JCpl Peter Whitfield 
 D Troop – Sgt Harry Dobson JCpl Brian King 
 E Troop – Sgt Tom Evans JCpl Dennis Benfold 
 F Troop – Sgt Ron Mathieson JCpl Roy Foy JLCpl Chris Robertson  
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Churston Cove – D Troop 
 

 
 

E Evans - Taffy ? - Cpl Brian King 
Pete Pickering - 5 - Andy Wooley 

Jim 8Joe9 Brown - SHW 8Sieggie9 Hebdon - Dick Spry 
 
 

B Troop – Alexander Squadron 
 

 
 

Rear row: W 8Jock9 Whitelaw - 2 - Mike Freedman - Gordon Air - B 8Tiny9 Hunter - 6 - 7 
Trevor 8Wacker9 Calver - Shelty Johnson 

 

Centre row: 10 - 11 - 12 - Sgt John Loveday - JCpl Mick Henry - 15 - 16 - Derek McClelland 
 

Front row: Geoff Watson - Barry Maloney - 20 - Colin Campbell - 22 - 23 
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A Troop – Alexander Squadron 

 

 
 

Rear row: K 8Jamie9 Jamieson - Pete Martin - John Topping - Ken Dyer - John Berry - B Richardson 
Keith Whincup - Pete 8Fishy9 Haddock - Terry 8Jonah9 Owen - A Adams - John Haycock - Kenny Waddle 

 

Front row: J 8Jock9 Kelly - Brian 8Taff9 Carter - Bob Forster  - Mark Ellis - Sgt J Kelly - JCpl Mick Glennon 
Derek Howe - Colin Morgan - Bob Wilce - M 8Bing9 Crosby 

 
 
 
 

B Troop – Alexander Squadron 
 

 
 

Rear row: B 8Tiny9 Hunter - Jess Harper - Trevor 8Wacker9 Calver - W 8Jock9 Whitelaw - Derek McClelland 
S Etches - George Wilkinson - Steve Smith - Mike Freedman - Gordon Air 

 

Front row: Ernie Lawrence - E Bellerby - Geoff Watson - Colin Campbell - Sgt John Loveday 
Ian 8Angus9 Hamilton - Larry Tullett - Roly Park - Barry Maloney - Shelty Johnson 
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C Troop – Montgomery Squadron 

 

 
 

Rear row: Frank McArdle - M Webster - Gordon 8Scouse9 Roberts - Pete Tharme - Bob Cole - Scouse McMahon 
Gus Honey - Mick Howie - Bob Keen - MF or RM Williams - J Fishwick -   

 

Front Row: Arthur Young - Keith 8Daisy9 Plant - Nev Barnard - Mick Moffat - Geordie Dixon 
Sgt Charlie 8Rats9 Batten - Mick Evans - Phil Cork - R Bone - Mick Leslie 

 
 
 
 

D Troop – Montgomery Squadron 
 

 
 

Rear row: Andy Wooley - E Evans - P Davies - Ian 8Acker9 Dommitt - Phil Rumsey - 6 - Dave Hild 
John Whittaker - Geoff Thompson - S Young - Pete Pickering - Frank 8Jock9 Bell 

 

Front row: Philip Lewry - Brian Cumberpatch - Dick Spry - SHW 8Sieggie9 Hebdon - Sgt DH Dobson 
Tim Robertson - Ted Hewson - Pete Sherwin - Jim 8Joe9 Brown - Steve Kent 
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E Troop – Slim Squadron 

 

 
 

Rear row: Jim Waddingham - Mick Penny - D 8Alex9 Ross - Pete Holt - M 8Mitch9 Mitchell - George Davies 
John Buckler - Bev Hewitt - Mick Knights - Steve Wright - Andy Smith - R 8Brummie9 Hayes 

B 8Sandy9 McLean - Dave Proctor 
  

Front row: 15 - Tony McClumpha - Dave Denning - J Collinson - Sgt Taff Evans - JCpl Benny Benfold 
21 - 22 - Scouse Black - Mark Gardner 

 
 
 
 

F Troop – Slim Squadron 
 

 
 

Rear row: Roger Burrows - Roger Spriggs - Bob Hooper - Roger Purden - Bill Forster - Steve Walls 
Peter Hartrey - Kevin 8Flash9 Durkin - Glen McArdle - Mick Orrell - Andy Jobson - Roger Sparks 

Graham 8Jim9 Reeves 
 

Front Row: Mick Waring - J Stead - Steve Blain - Roger Gates - Sgt Ron Matheson - JLCpl Chris Robertson 
Jim Cunningham - Bob Wainright - Tony De La Haye - Allan 8Tich9 Howard 
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Extract from the Junior Mercury – Nov 64:  FIRST IMPRESSIONS by J/Sig Jobson of Junior Wing 
 

The train pulled in to Aldershot station and it was time to set off for Newton Abbot. I shook hands with Dad as he gave me a 

few words of advice about how to get on in the army, words which I had heard many, many times before. I stepped into the 

doorway of the train just as the hooter blew its warning call, and I stuck my head out of the window to exchange waves with 

Dad, now getting rapidly further and further away. 
 

Well," I thought to myself, "You're in now. There's no turning back. You've made your decision and that's it." Within three 

hours I was in Newton Abbot and my first impression was not good, except for the fact that it had stopped raining and the sun 

was shining which it hadn't been in Aldershot. There was a bus waiting outside the station for the new recruits as they arrived, 

and after a long wait for the next train to come in, we set off for our new home. 
 

I must confess that my first view of the camp sent a few shivers down my spine for it did not look in the least hospitable, rather 

like a colony of little black huts perched on a windswept hill and reminiscent of an open prison I once saw featured in a film. 

But inside the impression was quite different and I remember thinking to myself that I could enjoy it here if only I make up my 

mind to settle down quickly. 
 

After we had alighted from the coach a sergeant came up to us and directed us to a spider – to non-military people this is a large, 

six roomed hutment where we were given a bed, and a Junior Lance Corporal showed us how to lay out our sheets and blankets 

in the traditional army fashion. 
 

There were lots of little jobs to do than like the handing in of Income tax forms and other such bits of paper, before we were 

finally taken to the Quarter Master's store where we were issued with the most enormous pile of kit imaginable. I just couldn't 

see the use of it then now I do, I didn't talk to many people at first for I think we were all pretty nervous, but soon the ice broke 

and the room became a hive of chatter and noise as we told each other of our previous existences and advised each other on the 

best way to get a really good shine on our boots. 

 

The next day we were up at six-thirty which I must confess did not suit me very much since I have had always been very fond of 

my bed, more especially at nine o'clock in the morning. 
 

After breakfast we were bounced backwards and forwards between the QM and the MO like yoyos, and then swung sharply in 

the direction of the barber where I soon learned how that gentleman got his name. Although discipline was slack in the first few 

days, it became more strict as we gradually learned what soldiering was about. But I liked it, especially when we got on to more 

interesting things, and now after six week's training I think I can safely say that I am settling down well to the life of a Junior 

Leader. 
 
 
 

   
 

Geoff Watson - Joe 8Jock9 Kelly - Steve 8Smithy9 Smith 
           4 - Bob Wilce - John 8Topper9 Topping 
      George 8Wilky9 Wilkinson - Neville 8Roly9 Park 
        10 - Barry Maloney - Ian 8Frazer9Hamiliton 
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B Troop 

 

   
 

 Jim Cunningham - Ian Hamiliton Geoff Watson - Colin Campbell - Mick Freedman 
 Colin Campbell - Mick Freedman 

 
D Troop 

 

 
 

1 - Brian Cumberpatch - 3 - Steve 8Titch9 Kent 
 

 

  
 



Page 11 of 14 20-Feb-23 
 

 
 

 Steve Wright - Roger Sparks Miss Kathy Kelly WVS - Joe 8Jock9 Kelly 
 
 

Toc H visit of Rev Tubby Clayton 29 Nov 64 
 

 
 

Steve Blain - Steve Walls - Allan Howard - Steve Smith - Roger Sparks - 6 - 7 - Roger Spriggs 
John Berry - Geoff Watson - Derek McClelland - 12 - Mick Knights - 14 (stick man so not our intake) 
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 Roger Sparks Dick Spry 
 

 
 

Trevor 8Wacker9 Calver 
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Graduation Day 15th December 1964 

 

A Troop 
 

 
 

B Troop 
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B Troop leading 

 

 
 

D + E + F Troops 
 

 
 

Note the Jerboa + Iron flashes with white bands 
 
Can you help with more photos? 
 


