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Extract from the Wire – Jul 62 
 

 
 
It was with greatly increased support that over 1,300 competitors assembled at Haytor for the start of the third "Ten Tors."   Due 
mainly to the increased numbers, the start had to be carried out in three phases, the first of which was at 07.00 hours on Whit 
Sunday. 
 

The Lord Lieutenant of Devon, Lord Roborough, started each phase by welcoming the competitors to Devon and wishing them 
God Speed and success in their expedition, which was to take them over some of the roughest country on Dartmoor. 
 

Among the many hundreds of spectators were Major-General Whistler, the Signal Officer-in-Chief, Major-General Cubbon, the 
Commander of the 43 (Wx.) Division/District and also a patron of "Ten Tors," and Lieutenant-Colonel Gregory, our former 
Commanding Officer and founder of the expedition. 
 

On 8th June competitors arrived at Denbury from all over the country – in fact there was even one team from B.A.O.R. (2nd 
Signal Regiment). The first night was spent on one of the two large camping areas in Denbury, which were specially prepared 
for competitors. 
 

Youth from all walks of life arrived, and their varied dress was greeted with mixed comments of surprise, envy, amusement and 
admiration. Scouts, Police Cadets, Pre-Service Units, Public and Local Schools, Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme Clubs, and 
other Youth Teams assembled for the expedition. These teams, with names like "The Moor Trekkers," "Concordian Centrifugal 
Force," "Four Admirals Club," "Margaret Mitchell's Team," “Operation Dartmoor " provided over 800 competitors, whilst the 
remainder came from the three Services, were represented by both male and female competitors, with the males coming mainly 
from Officer and Junior/Apprentice Training Establishments. 
 

The distance marched was dependent on the age and sex of the individual teams, which had to be six in number and within an 
age bracket of 14 to 20 years: 35 miles, girls and boys, 14 to 16 years; 50 miles, boys, 16 to 18 years; 60 miles, young men, 18 
to 20 years. 
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The weather was kind (probably a little too kind) with bright sun for most of the time. Heat and the long road approach to the 
moor took its toll of many of the marchers, particularly those who had not carried out sufficient training (an essential for this 
type of adventure). However, most teams finished and qualified for medals and certificates, which were presented the following 
day at the prize-giving ceremony in Denbury on the 30-yard range, which had been decorated for the occasion and formed an 
excellent amphitheatre. 
 

At the prize giving, Colonel Holifield, the Commanding Officer and Chief Controller of the expedition, introduced Colonel 
Gregory, who made a fine speech and presented awards to successful competitors. 
 

Brief statistics of the whole expedition are as follows: Teams competing, 225 (girls 13, boys 58, youths 112, young men 42); 
total competitors, 1,348; certificates, individuals, 188; team medals (each complete team), 83; individuals finished, 683. 
 

The utmost credit must be given to the competitors themselves, who, by their fine spirit of cheerfulness, cooperation, good sense 
and adventure, made the whole expedition a great success. Anyone who had the good fortune to witness this large gathering 
of youth could not help but feel immensely proud of their achievements. 
 

For us in the Regiment, we were all satisfied that our efforts were appreciated. 
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Thanks to the National Archives have the following pages from Alexander Squadron 
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Extract from the Junior Mercury – July 1962 
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White Swan and Kohima Troop Teams 

 

 
 

P ‘Stu’ Birchall - Phil Castle - Rick Wooley - Ralph ‘Ginge’ Porter - Fred Wilson - Colin ‘Red’ Cartland 
 

 
 

Nobby Clarke - 2 - 3 - Stan Berry - Taff Moss - Chris Adams - Paul Prior 
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Kukri Troop Team 

 

 
 

Charles ‘Geordie’ Benson - Colin Stanley Warr-Wood - J ‘Yogi’ Gainer 
Bob ‘Taff’ Wathen 

 
 

 White Spear Troop Team Romulus Troop Team 
 

   
 

 Sandy McArthur - John Bonnett leading Cheesy Craft - Dodge Greenwood - Al Hawkins 
 Ted Wray - Rob Moore 
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Extract from the Paignton Herald Express 9 Jun 62 
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