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Extract from page 8 of the Junior Mercury – Jun 63 
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Extract from the Wire – Jun 63 
 
On 31st May some 1,600 young people will assemble at Denbury for the annual Ten Tors expedition, sponsored and organised 
by the Junior Leaders Regiment. The actual expedition takes place on the 1st and 2nd of June and this year's entry will be the 
"biggest" yet.  Since its inception in 1960 Ten Tors has increased in popularity.  1960 saw 21 teams or 126 competitors taking 
part. This year 272 teams or 1,632 competitors will be taking part. 
 
The expedition takes place on what has been described as the vast wilderness of Dartmoor. Teams are required to visit ten of 
the granite outcrops known as Tors in a given order and covering distances up to sixty miles. 
 
Teams have 36 hours in which to complete this task and of this time 10 hours must be spent resting.  Last year's results prove 
that this is no mean test, less than half of the teams that entered completed the course. 
 
Teams taking part in the expedition consist of six young people, the teams are divided into three main groups – girls aged 14 to 
20 and boys from 14 to 16 who have to cover 35 miles. Youths aged from 16-18 who have to cover 50 miles, and young men 
aged from 18-20 who have to cover 60 miles. 
 
Teams may come from all walks of life. This year's entry list shows much variation – Schools, Boy Scouts, Army Cadet Force, 
Air Training Corps, Police Cadets, Junior Leaders, R.A.F. and R.N. Cadets, and many private entries making up the total. The 
expedition will start at Haytor and finish at Okehampton. 
 
During the evening of the 2nd June a Ten Tors Jamboree will be held at Denbury for the, by then, weary competitors. The 
Regimental Band will " Beat Retreat," Highland dancers will perform and many other displays and sideshows will be available. 
The prize giving will be held during the morning of 3rd June, and once team members have collected their "coveted" Ten Tors 
medal Denbury will return to normal until this time next year. 
 
Message from Lieutenant-General Sir John Hackett, K.C.B. C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., Deputy Chief of the Imperial General Staff: 
 
“The Ten Tors expedition is a tough and exciting adventure which offers a challenge to courage, endurance and ingenuity.  
Lieutenant-Colonel Holifield and the Junior Leaders Regiment of the Royal Corps of Signals have set a most interesting test. No 
one could describe it as easy but it should be within the capabilities of all competitors. Those who complete the course 
successfully will have reason to be pleased with their achievement.  In Great Britain today opportunities for adventure away 
from the cities and the factories are not as plentiful as they were.  I am sure that all who take part in the 1963 Ten Tors 
expedition will make the most of this one and enjoy it thoroughly.” 
 
J. W. HACKETT. 
5th March, 1963. 
 
 
Extract from the Wire – Jul 63 
 

  
 

(Left) Vice Admiral Sir Nigel Henderson, the C.O. and Padre at the start of Ten Tors.  The trumpeters can be clearly 
seen on top of Hay Tor in the background. (Right) Brigadier Sir Ralph Rayner, M.B.E., arriving at the prize giving.  

The picture gives a wonderful impression of some of the young people who took part 
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While thousands of holidaymakers were lazing in the Whitsun sunshine, 1,700 youngsters, divided into 272 teams, were taking 
part in the tough Ten Tors expedition on Dartmoor.  The aim of each team of six was to walk 35, 50 or 60 miles according to 
their age group.  They had to complete the course in 36 hours – starting from Haytor at 7 a.m. on Saturday, 1st June, 1963, and 
camping between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
 
The hot sun, so welcome to the holidaymakers, proved to be disastrous for the trekkers, because as the first day wore on, teams 
were reduced as individuals dropped out exhausted.  By nightfall, checkers on the routes found that some patrols were lost 
and it was not until midnight that they were all finally rounded up.  Sunday brought no relief from the heat, again forcing 
many competitors to retire, mainly with blistered feet. 
 
148 teams managed to complete the course despite all the difficulties and over 900 medals were awarded to individuals who 
reached the finish within the time limit.  The first team home were the young lads from the R.A.F., Hereford, who finished 
their 35-mile course by 7.15 a.m. on the Sunday.  The main reason for their remarkable fast time, although it must be 
emphasised that the expedition is not a race, was that they had trained very thoroughly for the 50-mile route.  First girls’ team 
to finish were the W.R.N.S. from H.M.S. Raleigh, Torpoint, Cornwall, closely followed by the girls from Ashburton County 
Secondary School, who had entered three teams.  In the 16-18 Youth Section, the first home were the Walliscote Secondary 
School, Somerset, but the most outstanding performance in the whole expedition was given by the team from the Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth, in the 18-20 age group. They were the first to complete the 60-mile course – reaching the finish at 12.10 
p.m. on the Sunday. 
 
When the teams assembled on Saturday morning for the start, it was an impressive sight – dawn was breaking over Haytor as 
1,700 teenagers, eager for the big walk, all in high spirits and dressed in a wide range of clothing from battledress to shirt and 
shorts, with hats of every size, shape and colour.  Coaches, lorries and cars conveyed more and more entrants to the arena as 
the time for the start drew nearer and the atmosphere of urgency and adventure gradually built up.  Morale boosting chants rose 
up again and again.  Last-minute checks were made on equipment to be carried.  The competitors realised that after so 
much planning and training the big test had come at last. 
 
They had come from all over the West Country, from London, Oxfordshire, Sussex, Hereford and even from Yorkshire – to 
prove that they could do it.  And as the Regimental Trumpeters sounded a fanfare from the highest point of the Tor – they 
stood up almost as one. 
 
Vice-Admiral Sir Nigel Henderson, Commander-in-Chief, Plymouth, then gave a brief address, wishing luck to all the teams. 
Then followed the Ten Tors prayer led by the Regimental Chaplain, and then the National Anthem.  At 7 a.m. each patrol 
leader was handed a sealed envelope containing route instructions – and then they were off. 
 
During the next 36 hours they became a part of Dartmoor.  This Regiment sponsored the expedition – the fourth to be held – and 
had the biggest entry of twelve teams.  All completed the course, only two individuals having to drop out. 
 

 
 

 Patrols moving off after the start Patrols leaving the start pen  A checkpoint in the middle of the moor 
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Thanks to the National Archives 
 
The 4th TEN TORS Expedition, organised by the Junior Leaders Regiment Royal Signals, took place on Dartmoor over the 
recent Whitsun holiday break. A total of 1596 young people started the trek from HAYTOR at 7 a.m. on Saturday 1st June and 
of these 1008 arrived at the finishing post at WILLSWORTHY Camp on Sunday evening, having covered the course set for 
them and reported at the ten selected Tors. 
 

The Ten Tors Expedition was first held in 1960, when Lt Col. GREGORY of the Junior Leaders Regiment, organised an 
experimental trek across Dartmoor for 200 young people drawn from junior units of all three Services.  The aim of the 
Expedition was to provide, in the vast and desolate wilderness of Dartmoor, a test of endurance, self-reliance and map-reading 
for teams of young people.  It was hoped that the Expedition, which would be held each year at Whitsun, would be the 
culmination of many weeks training and that it would foster in the young people taking part, a love of the open-air and a desire 
for physical fitness. 
 

Since the original expedition in 1960, "Ten Tors" has grown bigger each year.  In 1963 teams came from all over England and 
included entries from Public Schools, Grammar Schools, Secondary Modern Schools and even Approved Schools.  There were 
also many entries from Boy Scout Groups, Youth Clubs and Cadet units.  For the second year running teams were entered by the 
Britannia Naval College, DARTMOUTH, Royal Military Academy, SANDHURST and the Royal Air Force College, 
CRANWELL.  Teams were also entered, from the GLOUCESTERSHIRE, BRISTOL, SOMERSET and CORNWALL Police 
Cadets and, for the first time, by Edgehill Girls' College, Westland Apprentice Association, and City of London Police Cadets. 
 

Entries for the Expedition are split into 4 classes as follows:– 
 

 Class Distance of Course 
 

 Girls under 20  years of age 35 miles 
 Boys under 16 years of age 35 miles 
 Youths 16-18 years of age 50 miles 
 Youths 18-20 years of age 60 miles 
 

Each patrol must consist of six members, one of whom is nominated as Patrol Leader.  Each patrol has to visit ten specified tors 
on Dartmoor, in a given order and within a time limit of 36 hours.  Routes, which are selected by the organisers, are kept secret 
until the start of the Expedition.  Several routes are available to each class of entry and it is left to Team Captains to select the 
route his team will follow. 
 

The Expedition is based on DENBURY Camp, near NEWTON ABBOT.  All teams taking part are required to report to 
DENBURY Camp by 3 p.m. on the Friday before Whitsun.  Two large playing fields in the Camp are gridded and numbered to 
mark several hundred camping sites, one of which is reserved for each boys' or youths' team.  Overnight tentage, cooking etc is 
brought by the teams and only water and toilet accommodation is provided.  Canteen and limited shopping facilities are 
available in the Camp.  Girls teams are not required to bring tentage and are provided with dormitory accommodation, beds and 
bedding.  A large scale map of Dartmoor, a team check card and a copy of the rules for the Expedition are issued to each team at 
a Reception Centre set up in the Camp. 
 

Reveille is at 4 a.m. on Whit Saturday and all walkers are conveyed to the Start, at HAYTOR, in hired coaches.  A short 
ceremony is held at HAYTOR to start the Expedition, after which teams collect their route cards, select their route and start the 
long trek.  There is a compulsory halt between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. on Saturday night.  Boys and youths are required 
to carry all the bedding and tentage they will require for the night, and their food and cooking utensils for the entire duration of 
the trek.  Girls are required to carry food, cooking utensils, spare clothing and toilet requisites, but a tented camp complete with 
beds and bedding is set up for them at the overnight staging point.  It is one of the rules of the Expedition that except for the 
overnight bedding and accommodation provided for the girls, all teams must, carry all they need for the entire journey. 
 

At each tor on the routes a check point, with radio and medical facilities is established.  Teams are required to report at the 
specified check points on their route and to have their cards stamped by the control officials.  The control staff at the Finish is 
informed by radio as each team reports in at a check point and an up-to-date display board is maintained in the Information 
Centre showing the progress of each team.  A duplicate communication network used to control the collection of casualties and 
stragglers.  In 1963 there were no serious casualties and all of those who fell out of the trek were able to make their way 
unaided to the nearest road, from which they were brought in by car or coach.  On grounds of safety no team is allowed to 
continue once the number of walkers drops below 3. 
 

At the Finish, which in 1962 and 1963 was at WILLSWORTHY Camp, covered changing accommodation is available to the 
walkers.  A cup of tea and a hot meal are available throughout the day and a medical centre is set up to look after casualties.  In 
1963 casualties were limited to blisters and only one youth, of the 1596 young people taking part, needed to lie down on a 
stretcher.  After competitors have been checked through the Finish and have fed and changed, coaches are available to take 
them back to DENBURY. 
 

Despite the exertion of the trek, most young people have recovered sufficiently by the evening to take part in the Ten Tors 
Jamboree, which takes place at DENBURY Camp, on the Sunday evening. 
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On Whit Monday, morning a short prize-giving ceremony is held at DENBURY.  Ten Tors medals are awarded to all members 
of teams, which finished the course complete, and certificates are presented to those individuals who completed the course but 
not as part of a complete team. 
 

For the Junior Leaders Regiment, Royal Signals, the Ten Tors Expedition calls for long planning and a great deal of hard work 
including, for many individuals, a 72-hour duty over the Whitsun Weekend. However, the effort is very worthwhile and the 
Regiment is proud and honoured through the Expedition to play its part in helping the youth of the Country. 
 


	Class Distance of Course

