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Ten Tors – 1964 

 

 
 

 
 

Camping in the playing fields of Denbury on arrival for the Expedition 



Page 2 of 11 17-Sep-2020 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Page 3 of 11 17-Sep-2020 
 

 
 

Hare Tor from the top of Fur Tor 
 

 
 

Hare Tor Check Point 
 

   
 

Jane Dickson of Teignmouth Grammar School checks the route WRNS waving to friends at the finish 
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 Ashburton girls shortly after leaving Haytor A patrol of Scouts display their bronze medals 
 

             
 

Brian Willcock making a routine call on the Charlie net Alan King recording a message on the Report Net 
 

  
 

Kukri Troop Team - Gutter Tor and approaching Willsworthy Tor 
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Quadrant Troop Team - John McManus - A Potts - Tony Sygrove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kohima Troop Team 
 

 
 

John Berry - Bernie Temmen - Mal ‘Doc’ Dockerty - Jimmy Johnstone - John ‘Biff’ Guy - Dave ‘Frankie’ Vaughan 
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Lion Troop Team 

 

 
 

White Swan Troop Team 
 

 
 

John Spencer - Max Patterson - John Venn - Freddie Carr - Frank Higham - George McIntosh 
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 Two Beatle-Mops lead the way Ken Kay poses + fellow patrol leader on Dinger Tor 
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 Christine Holifield’s team enjoy a ice cream at the finish Part of the small section which required road walking 
 

 
 

An Independent Team on the right is Jonathan Bennett son of Mrs L Bennett a civilian Clerical Offer at Denbury 
 

 
 

Newton Abbot Grammar School Team 
Catherine Burman - Lindsey Jenkins - Lorna Alderdick - Margaret Field - Ruth Pearse - Ann Sharples 
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TEN TORS:  MAJOR JOYNER COMMENTS 

 

Shortly after the start this year, I was sought out by Peter Crampton of the BBC, asked a number of questions and required to 
give the answers "off the cuff" as they were duly recorded direct for Radio Westward.  One of the questions concerned the 
number of tors used so far and the number left for future years.  I remember saying that thirty to forty had been used so far and 
that there were plenty left.  Now that it is all over and there is time to reflect I thought it would be interesting to look up the 
exact number of tors used and to record some of the other facts of the first five Ten Tors, before they are forgotten. 

 

Planning the routes for the various Ten Tors Expeditions has been an interesting experience.  The aim has always been to ensure 
that the competitors had to read their maps, as well as walk, and to give them the maximum freedom of movement compatible 
with the necessity to ensure that trespass over uncleared ground did not occur.  Thus as the entry has increased it has been 
necessary to invent new methods of boundary control which could cope and yet not restrict unduly.  The first two years were 
very much trial runs.  The 1962 Expedition allowed very little choice to the competitors.  This was an experimental year caused by 
many complaints in 1961. 

 

I believe 1964 has been the best year so far.  There have been few complaints and I believe that our control system is now right.  
Land owners and Lords of the Manor who have given permission for bivouacing to occur outside the training areas for the first 
time, have been helpful.  If I can persuade the Plymouth Corporation to relax its rules a little and bring in a little more, as yet, 
unused parts of Dartmoor for 1965, then route planning for the future should be much easier.  
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A Word of Advice to Competitors for 1965 
 

Please do not drop litter.  Plan your food properly DO NOT use tins and bottles.  Army Compo rations are NOT suitable unless 
selected and repacked.  Plan your equipment carefully, DO NOT carry too much.  Train your teams thoroughly in Navigation 
and walking.  Ten Tor Distances are calculated on the assumption that a patrol will choose the shortest possible authorised 
route.  No allowance is made for changes in height.  Thus a map reading error or bad choice may add many miles.  Walk more 
than the full distance in training, and train more than six people to ensure that your final team is up to strength. 
 

Please remember that any assistance given to a team renders them liable to disqualification. The rules on rations and cooking 
apply to the girls as well as the boys. Only water and medical aid may be obtained between the start and finish and kit carried at 
the start must be taken to the finish. Teams are required to bring enough equipment to establish a base camp at Denbury. 
 

JOHN JOYNER 
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